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touched upon the subject again. My dear and kind
friend, Pythagoras said that one must never stir the
fire with a sword ; this sentence appears to me the most
important and the most sacred law of friendship. 1
have other pretentious with my friends, and these claims
grow stronger as they heeome more dear to me; also,
I shall be every day more exacting with you! But I
must really finish this letter. Upon re-reading yours,
I see that you announce the packet from Diderot, but it
did not come with your letter; I received the packet
some time before. Do not wonder if my hatred for
Paris grows; except your letters, nothing but worry-
reaches me from there. If you wish to protest against
my views on this matter you have the full right to,
I shall receive your arguments well, but they will
be useless. And when you see that, you will not con-
tinually repeat them." a letter, very far from being
